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Summary. Cases of misconduct and violations of the rule of law in the militia, prior to its conversion into 
"police", along with scandals exposing the "werewolves in epaulets", have had a negative impact on the pub-
lic opinion on the work of Russian militia. In discussions of this problem, it has become normal to make 
comparisons of the qualities of a militiaman of the Soviet times with the ones of law enforcement officers in 
later post-soviet periods, where soviet militiaman is put in a more favorable light. In this paper we consider 
to what extent this agrees with the real facts. 
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